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The New House Leader.

There is considerable interest felt
in the man who will lcad the democ-
racy on the floor of the next House.
He is a North Carolinian, forty-five
vears old, a rattling stump speaker.
an effective debater, and resolute. He
is mare emphatic than diplomatic, but
not a trouble-maker by instinct, nor
cortentious for contention’s sake.

He 1s strong at home. His first ap-
pearance in the House was as 2 mem-
ber of the Fifty-seventh Congress,
and his people have kept him in com-
mission ever since. He may be
classes, therefore, among the veterans
on Capitol Hill, famiiiar with public
questions and the congressional
methods of doing business.

He has reached leadership as the

result of industry and intelligent
party service. His advance has been
steady rather than meteoric. He

knows how from experience, rather
than from sudden inspiration.

Mr. Kitchin succeeds Mr. Under-
wood, who in the office of floor leader
lias been more diplomatic than em-
phatic. This is not to say that the
Alabamian lacks directness or firm-
ness, but only that he is a good ne-
gotiator and compromiser—some-
thing very essential in politics.

Mr. Underwood at the beginning of
this Congress found himself in a sit-
uation no democratic floor leader had
occupied in nearly eighty years. He
must reckon not only with his own
party and the other party in the
House, but with a very determined
“party” in the White House. He has
been expected to “do things” under
new and very difficult circumstances.

In the main, he has acquitted him-
self well, in the sense that he has
kept his hold on his party in the
House and kept in pleasant touch
with the White House. He and Mr.
Wilson have differed about some
things, but composed them all with
the exception of the Panama canal
tolls. On that matter he stood out
against the presidential pressure.

Will this prove true of Mr. Ketchin?
He, too, will be expected to work in
harmony with the White House; and
there is every reason to believe that
Mr. Wilson will press a program on
the next House with as much persist-
ency as he has done on the present
House.

For this reason note by current
gossip has been taken of the differ-
ence that exists between Mr. Kitchin
and Mr. Wilson on the ship purchase
proposition. Mr. Kitchin is opposed
to that, and if it goes over to the next
House and is urged there, he will be
placed in an embarrassing position.
Mr. Underwood has had an enormous
majority to handie. Mr. Kitchin will
have less than thirty.

Representative Ben Johnson's de-
sire to know who writes all the pieces
in the political news at least puts him
beyond suspicion of being among
those who pretend they do not read
the daily papers.

As a deliberative body the Senate is
cntitled to proceed in a deliberate
manner in the selection of the ques-
tion that shall be the subject of its
deliberations.

In order to make the effect com-
plete the Lusitania might have sum-
moned all hands to sing “The Star
Spangled Banner”

Mr. Payne and the Tariff.

The eulogies of the late Repre-
sentative Payne delivered in the
House Sunday were warm and sin-
cere. Political friends and foes
united in according him wide infor-

mation about public questions and |

marked ability in presenting them.
Speaker Clark—minority leader on
the floor when Mr. Payne was ma-

jority leader—was characteristically |

generous in his words of apprecia-
tion.

Mr. Payne made a specialty of the
tariff. He knew the subject in all of
its ramifications and bearings. He
ranked with Mr. McKinley and Mr.
Dingley as an authority from the
protection point of view, and that
high praise. He succeeded Mr.
Uingley as chairman of ways and
means, and was at the head of the
committee when the tariff bill bear-
mg his name passed the House.

As we all know, the Payne re-
vision was condemned by the coun-
iry at the polls. A democratic
tHouse was elected in 1910—a little
more than a year after the enact-
ment of the law—with that revision
the issue. The republicans had di-
vided on the tariffi while the debate
was on in Congress, and now divided
in the campaign before the people,
and the democrats, as subsequently
in 1912, marched through the divided
ranks to victory.

But the Payne law was not the
Payne bill. After leaving Mr.
Payne’s hands the measure under-
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went changes of which he did not ap-
prove, and reached Mr. Taft’s hands
in a form of which Mr. Taft did not
altogether approve.

Both men, however, took the same
view of their duty. They accepted
the best they could get from their
party in the circumstances, and de-
cided to fight within their party for
what they still desired in the way of
tariffi revision on protection lines.

Here is a -point for those men,
democrats and republicans alike, who
assert that the tariff must be re-
ferred to a commission of business
experts for satisfactory treatment;
that members of Congress are not
competent either to gather or digest
the information necessary to the
work. There is not a so-called ex-
pert obtainable for such work who
knows more about the tariff than Mr.
Payne did, and yet Mr. Payne’s
knowledge and judgment could not
secure from Congress a tariff law an-
swering his ideas of the country's
tariff needs. Would a commission’s
recommendations have better for-
tune?

Congress never lacks for sufficient
information on the tariff question.
The whole matter is in interpreting
and applying the information; and
only an amendment to the Consti-
tution could remove that responsi-
bility from Congress to a commis-
sion.

The Schoolhouse Bill.

The recommendation of the Senate
District committee for the passage of
the House bill which provides for the
utilization of the school buildings as
social centers probably insures the
enactment of this measure at the pres-
ent session if the way is opened for
general legislation in the upper house.
This action will be a most gratifying
result of endeavors that have contin-
ued for several years to secure a wid-
er use of the school plant for com-
munity purposes. In some respects
the bill already passed by the Senate
is superior to that of the House, the
adoption of which is now advocated
by the Senate committee. The main
principle of schoolhouse utilization,
however, is embraced in the House
bill and the differences are not so ma-
terial as to affect the result.

With the schools available for
meetings and other uses approved by
the board of education, Washington
will be given the benefit of a plant
that has cost a great sum of money
and should long ago have been util-
ized for more than the strictly educa-
tional purposes for which it was cre-
ated. The schools may now be used,
when conditions favor, as library
branch stations, and the absence from
the bill now pending in the Senate of
additional specific authorization will
not lessen the efficiency of the Public
Library as a supplement of the public
educational system, which the law
creating it declares it to be. Early
action on this bill is desirable, and
with a favorable report from the Sen-
ate committee it is to be hoped that
advantage will be taken of the first
opportunity to secure a vote of con-
currence.

Gas Quality and Price. .

At a meeting of the Northeast
Washington Citizens” Association th=
other night the subject of the quality
and price of gas in this city was dis-
cussed, and a demand was expressed
for an improvement in the former
and a reduction of the latter. Sev-
enty-cent gas was declared to be the
desire of the community. This sub-
ject is in effect now before the pub-
lic utilities commission, which is pro-
ceeding as a preliminary to any rate
regulation with a physical valuation
of the properties of the corporations
supplying the public with illuminants
and transportation. Just when the
commission will be ready to act on
the basis of full information cannot
be foretold. Until it has acquainted
itself with the financial foundation
of the gas company and its cost of
production and distribution it cannot
well undertake a rate revision. Mean-
while, however, the complaint that
the gas now furnished is not of ade-
quate illuminating quality, owing to
the adoption of a new standard,
should be investigated.

Peace-loving America would almost
be willing to suffer a loss of the cup
for the sake of restored conditions
making possible further challenges by
Sir Thomas Lipton.

If the Sultan of Turkey had his
way he would probably insist on hav-
ing his attitude on all subjects of
political dissension defined as one of
absolute neutrality.

Weather-sensitive people continue
to tread softly for fear of disturbing
the ground hog.

Whesever Huerta is, it's a long,
long way from the war zone,

German Fuel Supplies at Sea.

A most interesting statement
comes in a cablegram from England,
which, if true, illustrates the remark-
| able thoroughness of the German
| military organization in preparation
| for war. Recently trawlers drag-
| ging for mines in the waters around

the British Isles, it is reported,
| brought to the surface casks ﬁ]led|
with gasoline—petrol it is called over
there—which from their appearance
and size indicated that they had
been “planted” there before the out-
break of hostilities, to be fished up
by submarines and used for fuel at
long distances from base. Now a
systematic search for these sunken
stores is in progress, and it is said
to be the hope of the British ad-
miralty to handicap the German sub-
marine operations in the projected
blockade of British waters which is
to begin February 18. It is quite
believable that these casks were in
fact deliberately placed in British
waters before the war with a view
to just such wuse as indicated.

six months evidences have accu-
mulated of the minute prevision of
the German government in the mat-
ter of preparation for all possible
contingencies. Whatever sentiment
regarding the conflict may be held, it
must be admitted by everybody that
in the matter of thoroughness and
efficiency the German war machine
is second to none in the history of
the world. :

The Y. W. C. A. Campaign.

Recently the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association of this city under-
took a membership campaign and in
six days enrolled more than 1,000 new
members, as a result of vigorous sys-
tematic work. Now the Young
Women's Christian Association of
Washington, with a present enroll-
ment of 2280, is to begin a similar
campaign to last through February
27, its slogan being “Washington
first.” It wants to put the Capital
city at the head of the list, passing
such cities as Buffalo, Cleveland, St.
Louis, Los Angeles and Portland,
Ore.

The Young Women's Christian As-
sociation is doing for the young
women of this city what the Y. M.
C. A. is doing for the young men.
It is furnishing them a gathering
place, with educational facilities, and
a gymnasium, opportunities for so-
cial intercourse amid wholesome sur-
roundings, and is of both moral and
practical advantage to its members.
Those who are directing the work
are deeply in earnest in their en-
deavor to make of the organization
a vital everyday factor in Washing-
ton life, and their success thus far,
with an inadequate capital, has been
remarkable. Plans are under way
for a permanent home for the asso-
ciation, which will undoubtedly prove,
when secured, a strong drawing card
for membership. Meanwhile it is im-
portant that the rolls be filled so
that the organization can gain head-
way while waiting for its full equip-
ment, and it is to be hoped that the
present endeavor to put “Washing-
ton first” will succeed, for this suc-
cess will be decidedly for Washing-
ton’s good.

A New Jersey hen is credited with
having laid 3,000 eggs. Figuring eggs
at a nickel apiece, this means $150 as
the cash receipts from one hen. The
city dweller may yet rise in protest
against local ordinances which pre-
vent him from keeping a chicken in-
stead of a parrot or a canary bird.

Complimentary suggestions as to
presidential possibilities will come
pouring in for the next year or so.
The final process of elimination will,
as usual, be comparatively brief and
lacking as to complimentary features.

Time brings its compensations.
Had the thirteen original colonies
remained perfectly loyal, there might
now be no neutral American flag to
protect English ships.

Difficulties surrounding a merchant
marine are great indeed if they are to
be measured by the turbulence that
mere mention of the matter suffices
to create.

The “didn’'t know it was loaded”
explanation will not be allowed to
figure with any credit whatever in
maritime transactions.

Monte Carlo continues to suffer
without the satisfaction of attributing
its dullness to a self-sacrificing spirit
of reform.

The shipping bill seem to have a
great deal of difficulty in weighing
anchor.

SHOOTING STARS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON,

Where Tima Consumed.

“How long does it take you to go
to Chicago?”

“The actual travel doesn't occupy
s0 very much time. But it takes me
a week to make up my mind to start.”

Preference in Fowl.
The Dove of Peace for praise
Doth vainly beg.
We crave the goose that lays
The golden egg.

Late Arrivals.

“What got me in bad,” said the
captured burglar, “was the confound-
ed pet dog of your wife’s. It began
to bark as soon as I put my foot on
the stair.”

“Too bad,” replied Mr. Meekton.
"E\"idemly the dog mistook you for
me.”

Smartness.

“What makes you think that sensa-
tional orator is such a smart men?”

“The fact,” replied Mr. Cumrox,
“that he won't undertake to reform
our city unless he gets paid in ad-
vance.”

Cheering Comment.

“That infant of yours kept me
awake half the night” said the irri-
table neighbor.

“Well, I congratulate you,” replied
the weary father. “That comes nearer
being a kind word than anything I
have heard today. Nobody else owns
up to getting half a night's sleep.”

A New Tyrant.

Oh, Cupid's bow is tossed away,
Fate leaves us to repine;

Yet as before men pause to say,
“Wilt be my valentine?”

No more a lassie toward us floats
In fabrics light and gay.

The gowns are modeled after coats
Of soldiers in the fray.

Instead of bows of fragile curve
We see a monster gun.

Instead of arrows we observe
A shot that weighs a ton.

No longer does this Cupid seem
A gentle, pranksome boy.
He will be ruthlessly supreme

Throughout .1' hostilities of the last

WHAT THE GOYERNMENT IS DOING

The report of the death of the sur-
geon general of the Austrian medical

corps from typhus fever
Typhu; will serve to awaken the
medical authorities of all of
Fever. the belligerent FEuropean
powers to one of the greatest dangers
faced by the miliions of soldlers on
the battlefields. This i= the opinion of
the American health officers and army
and navy Medical Corps men who are
familiar with the history of typhus
fever.

Irvin Cobb and other American ob-
servers who have accompanied the Eu-
ropean armies have brought back sto-
ries that practically all of the soldlers
are infected with vermin. Cobb told
plain facts in plain language and In a
recent talk sald that *there is hardly
A4 man in the fleld who Is not lousy.”
His later written statements along this
line have convineed health officers that
the spread of typhus could hardly be
avoided, because, as is generally
known, the dangerous disease is spread
by the bite of the hody or head louse,
just as bubonlc plague is spread by the
bite of an Infected flea.

In Mexico and some of the southern
American countries typhus is almost a
national disease. Tn Mexico it has caused
the deaths of thousands of persons an-
nually. In 1910 three parties were sent
from this country to Mexico to investl-
gnte the disease, and one man in each
party contracted it, two of the three
dying. Dr. Joseph Goldberger, a sur-
geon In the United States public health
service, survived the disease and has
since written what medical men con-
sider some of the most authoritative ac-
counts whirh have heen published con-
cerning typhus,

Although the officers of the medieal
corps of foreign armies are doing
everything possible to maintain proper
sanitation in the camps, it is known
that the general lack of bathing fa-
cilities during the winter's fighting has
brought about a condition which will
quicken the spread of typhus fever If it
should be allowed to get a start in the
armies. The repprt of the dealh of
the Austrian surgeon general, Dr. Phil-
lip Peck, is considered by American
health experts an indication that the
disease has already gained a consider-
able headway, and that news of Its
spread has not been given out until the
de:ath of this prominent official.

Typhus is a disease which has always
heen found where large bodies of men
were gathered together for a long time.
It was formerly called “camp fever,”
“ship fever" or "“jail fever." George
Washington's brother died of it during
the revolutionary war. It is a disease
of temperate and cold climates and no
epidemic has been recognized in the
United States since 1881-92, In the sec-
tions of Mexico at an elevation of 6,000
feet and above, where it is cool, it at-
tacks many persons. Various investi-
gators of the disease have testified as
to its likeness to typhoid fever. Typhus,
however, is much more abrupt than
typhoid, but many symptoms of the two
diseases are somewhat simllar.

The causes of the two diseases are
entirely different, however, typhoid be-
ing caused by taking into the body in-
fected food or water and typhus by the
bite of the louse. There s danger from
typhus only when the insect appears on
the scene, and health officers point out
that the means of prevention of this
dangerous disease is to encournge bod-
ily cleanliness. It is belleved that If
the apread of the disease can be check-
ed until the spring months there will
be much less danger than there is at
present from it on the European battle-
field, because with warm weather there
will come opportunities for hathing and
new clothes will be furnished and the
old ones cleansed.

»
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“The mechanism of self-government

will be built on crumbling sand un-
less its foundations

Instruction in are lald deep with
Government an effective civie

* education.” This

statement in a report on the trend of
civie education, which has been pre-
pared by Arthur William Dunn, for
Dr. P. P. Claxton, commissioner of the
United States bureau of education, ex-
plains in & few words why the gov-
ernment has started a movement to
interest every school boy and girl in
the country in the changes which are
going on in American methods of self-
government.

Mr. Dunn has found that many of
the school superintendents and other
officials over the country are already
much interested in the movement to
develop better methods in instruction
in government. Mr. Dunn belleves that
the school authorities of the whole
country will soon become alive to the
general demand for civie education,
which he defines as nothing more than
training for good eitizenship and efli-|
cient membership in the community.

“The wenkness of democratic gov-
ernment today,” says Mr. Dunn in the
report which has heen prepared for
Dr. Claxton, “lies, In part, in imperfect
devices for government; in part in a
lack of intelligence on the part of the
citizen; but it lies chiefly in eivic
apathy, wrong motives and the absence
of certain essential qualities of good
citizenship. The movement to en-
courage civie education in the schools
began with a fecling that the Instruc-
tion in government in the schools and
colleges at present was inadeguate.

“In the past civie education has in-
cluded merely an instruction in elvic
knowledge or the knowledge of gov-
ernment. A# It Is understood today
clvic instruction is broadened out to
include not only this knowledge, but
algo the power to organize this knowl-
edge with reference to one's own experi-
ence and interest, and with judgment
when confronted by a elvie situation or
a choice of methods of meeting the sit-
uation. There must be adequate and
proper motives for training the eivie in-
telligence. In developing systems of clvic
education In the achools and colleges
we must recognize that the principal
quallties of good citlzenship are a
rense of personal responsibility, power
of initlative and a spirit and habit of
teamwork or co-operation, ag it is more |
generally called.”

“The aim of community civies,” says
Mr. Dunn, “is to help the child to know
his community, not merely a lot of
facts about his community, but the
meaning of his community life, what
it does for him and how it does it;
what his community has a right to
expect from him and how he may ful-
fill his obligation, meanwhile cultivat-
Ing in him the essential qualitles and
habits of good citizenship. Civie educa-
tion and the study of community civics
today by no means minimizes the im-
portance of government. It describes
and emphasizes government at every
step as the chief means by which the
citizens of n community co-operate. It
seeks, however, to give a perspective
to government that the older courses
in ‘elvil government' did not give. It
approaches the mechanism of the gov-

ernment, In other words, through the

government's relation to the immedi-
ate interests of the citizen.”

*
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With wheat prices jumping skyward

and with six-cent bread elther a reality
or in sight In many cities

Potato throughout the country,
housewives will conslder
Flour. . interest the experi-

ments which the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture has made with po-
tato meal mixed with wheat flour. Al-
though the government's experiments
show that a very satisfactory and nu-
tritious bread can be made with 30 per
cent potato flour and the remainder
wheat flour, the law which placed a
tax on mixed flour, passed during the
8panish-American war, has discouraged
the manufacture of thls product. While
the law and internal revenue regula-
tions which restrict the manufacture
of wheat flour perhaps will not ba re-
pealed bhefore the price of flour again
gets back to normal, the announcement
of the government's experiments with
notato meal flour will, nevertheless,
CAFTY much Interest to Americans who
have given little attention to the uses
of potato meal, which are common In
Germany and Austria.

Farmers of the country who have auf-
fered In recent vears because of the
low prices of potatoes will welcome
the news of the government's experi-
menta looking toward a new use for
the popular tuber. Although the pro-
ductlon of potatoes in the United States
last year was larger than in any other
season since the compilation of the
Agricultural Department statistics he-
gan elxty vyears ago, excepting one
year, the farmer's profit was less than
it has been for more than ten vears.
Last year there were produced in this
country more than 405,000,000 bushels
of potatoes, against 332,000,000 in 1913.
The average value of potatoes to pro-
ducers, however, in 1913 was nearly 69
cents, whereas in 1914 it was leas than
49 cents.

All the Furopean countries are far
ahead of the United States in the per
acre production of potatoes, Germany,
for instance, producing over a ten-
year period more than 196 bushels per
acre, whereas the United States pro-
duced only ninety-six. The average
production for the same ten-vear
period in the United Kingdom was 202
bushels; in Austria, 152 bushels: in
France, 129 bushels, and in Russia, 104
bushels. Frequent comparisons are
made between the amount of prpduc-
tion per acre in the United States and
in forelgn countrles. Agricultural ex-
perts point out that if the production
per acre of potatoes In this country
averaged as high as in Europe there
would be such an oversupply that the
hottom would drop out of the potato
market and the farmers would suffer a
heavy loss In raising this crop.

*
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The report that bubonic plague had

broken out in Havana did not come en-

i tirely as a surprise to
Plague in officialsa of the United
States public health serv-

Havana. |, |, Washington. Al-
though only one human case of the dis-
ease has developed, the government's
health officers are much concerned over
the outbreak because it is the third
time within the last two and one-
half years that plague has broken out
in Havana. Unlike New Orleans, whose
authorities set about immedintely on a
campaign to eradicate the rats carry-
ing plague-infected fleas, the Cuban
city has heen slow to push work of
plague prevention, notwithstanding the
frequent discovery of the disease on
the island in recent vears.

The people of New Orleans were quick
te take up the work of ratproofing
the city and the eradication of the rat
population. Up to the present time
more than 257,000 rats have heen cap-
tured. The activity of the city authori-
ties in co-coperation with the govern-
ment'a physicians has resulted in hold-
ing down the epidemic of bubonic
plague to thirty cases, with only ten
deaths. Not a death has occurred nor
# case developed for many months.
Havana in the past has failed to take
the same vigorous measures as those
adopted in New Orleans, and as a ra-
sult the recurring outhreaks of plague
have been no surprise to the officials of
the public health service.

It is believed by Surgeon General
Blue and Assistant Surgeon General
Rucker, who was in charge of the New
Orleans anti-plague campaign, that
American ports have little to fear
from the existence of the plague in
Havana.

*
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“made-in-America’ movement
recelve a great boost if the two
foreign-bullt floating
Floating Cranes cranes—the largest

In the world—which
at Panama. have been purchased
for the Panama

cangl, fall In a second
test to make good In dolng the work
which has been lalidl out for them by
the government's engineers In the Zone.
The first of the cranes to be delivered,
the Ajax, falled and wrecked itself with
a test load of 120 tons, and repalrs to
the big crane are now being made in
preparation for a second test.

The two gigantic floating cranes have
been purchased by the pgovernment as

auxiliary naval equipment for handling
blg guns or other parts of battleships to
be put up for repalrs or In lifting canal
equipment or articles of extraordinary
welght in and out of ships. It has been
pilanned to station one of the cranes at
each end of the canal, and the Ajux,
manufactured by a German firm, and
which has just falled under the first test,
was the first of the two big machines
to arrive at Panama and be assembibd
for a trial,

Although one of the parts of the crane
broke and wrecked the machine on the
first test, army engineer officers in charge
of the canal work think that the fault
i1s not with the design of the machine
nor {ts lightness of welght, but helleve
a simple defect was discovered which
can be easlly remedied. The repairs are
now being made without a cost what-
soever to the Unlted State® government,
and the contractors will not only be re-
quired to replace the parts of the ma-
chne which have been injured, but will
have to suffer a loss of $100 a day as
Hguidated damages for the time lost in
delivery of the crane or operation. The
time for delivery specified In the orlg-
inal contract was November 22, 15914,

Secretary of War Garrlson awarded
the contract for the two glgantic
cranes in April, 1913, after the en-
gineering experts connected with the
canal commission had made a careful
examination of the designs of all of
the cranes offered by the various firms.
A German firm planned to furnish
much lighter crane than either the
American or English eompetitors, and
while the wvarlous prices per pound
were almost the same, the lightness of
the Gierman crane made it possible to
quote a price of $8317.500, agninat $1,-
118,000 by the Iﬂnglish firm, and $1,-
450,000 by the lowest American bidder.

RAYMOND W. PULLMAN.

The
will

FLYING THE AMERICAN FLAG.

From the Detroit Free Press.

We can Imagine a lot of things, but
we can't see how the Stars and Btripes
on the Lusitania would fool anybody
who knew anything ahout steamhboats.
The Germans would recognize the Lusi-
tania If she flew a Mother Hubbard.
From the Cinclnnatl Times-Star,

Unele Sam has long had an ambition
to see the Stars and Stripes once more
carried Into distant seas. But he had
not expected the flag to be carried
there on British ships.

From the Pitisburgh Gazette-Times,

John Bull's favorite songs these days
are “"The Star Spangled Banner,” "The
Stars and Stripes Forever” and “Three
Cheers for the Red, White and Blue.”
From the New York Evenlng Sun,

Must we now read it, “Once an Eng-
lishman always a neutral flag ruiser”?
From the Columblia State,

The Lusitania had excellent precedent

Or else he will destroy.

in the well known case of the Serapis,

From the Mllwaukee Free Prese.

England in a way shows its high re-
#ard for the American flag when It
seizes upon it to protect its own ship-
ping interests.

From the Milwaukee Journal,

If we remember right, it was about
IN12 o 1514 that the Stars and Stripes
were last raised over British ships,

From the Columbus Dispateh,

Britannia rules the waves, but she is
not, it seems, above waving a United
States flag it it will help her to escape
from a German submarine,

From the Chattansoga Times.

That flying of another flag by the
Lusitania probably will afford about as
much protection as an ostrich gets
when it closes its eyes.

From the Birmingham News,

At any rate, this war has done wen-
ders in the way of popularizing the
American flag.

| troduction: finally the zeneral

i

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

The Army of the Potomac, after some
weeks of inactivity, got into action

bout thi i
Renewed Activity ety years ago

fifty years ago
at the Front, :‘md resumed of-

ensive opera-
tlons against Lee at Richmond. News
of this appeared in The Star of Feb-
ruary 7, 1865, Indicating that Grant
had concluded that the time had come
to put the final pressure on the Con-
federate capital. The operations re-
ported in this 1ssue were not of any par-
ticular magnitude, but were for the
purpose of extending and advancing
the Federal lines,

“Nothing has reached us conflrma-
tory or contradlictory of the report al-
luded to by us in our first edition that
Grant has galned a position command-
ing the Southside road. At all ac-
counts, however, he has certalnly gain-
ed positions nearly, If not quite, as ad-
vantageous to us and damaging to the
enemy as the command of the South-
8ide road. Thus he would appear to
have broken the line of Confederate
worka guarding the Boynton plank
road, by which nine-tenths of the sup-
pliss to Lee's army s now wagoned.
We are satlsfled, too, that these suc-
cesges were galned with remarkably
little loss on our side, not one-third
what the enemy suffered. The rebels
are sald to have suffered terribly in
their desperate attempts to retrieve the
ground they lost.”

%

x %
The presidential vote was counted in
the House of Representatives February
8, 1865, and according

Crowd at the to The Star of that

- date an immense

Gapztol. throng gathered. The
Star says:

“At an early hour the visltors com-
menced flocking to the Capitel, and
before the hour of 12 the galleries and
corridors were filled almost to suffoca-
tion by the dense crowd eager to se-
cure a gllmpse of the proceedings
within the hall. The floor of the House
was thronged with visitors introduoced
by members, much to the dissatisfac-
tion of some, Mr. Harrington of In-
diana complaining that strangers were
being admitted through a window by
the negro barber. Several attempts were
made to have the hall cleared of visi-
tors, without avall, however, and
strangers continued to slip In during
the whole of the proceedings. No gen-
tlemen were admitted to the ladies’
galleries, and in the rush for eligible
seats crinolines collapsed most ex-
traordinarily. The reporters’ gallery was
also occupied by the fair sex, much to
the distinction of the representatives
of the press.” .

=
W &
Visitors to Parls have frequently

urged that Washington should be given
treatment

Proposed Treatment architectur-
2 ally similar
of Pennsylvania Ave. , ., . j 2 ¢

which prevalls in the French capital
In The Star of February 10, 1865, is to
be found a letter from a citizen making
the same suggestion:

“Opposite the Louvre at Paris is a
long row of beautifully econstructed
bulldings extending for many blocks
along the principal street of the clty.
These buildings comprise several large
and well arranged and furnished hotels
with large courts and fountains in
their center. Also, several large public
halls and suites of rooms are arranged
for fagilies, »hich can be rented, fur-
nished or unfurnished, for a month,
vear or term of years. They are built
of stone and correspond in the styie of
their architecture. The second story
projects beyond the first, which is used
for stores, and it is supported by large
stone pillars or arches, leaving a cov-
ered pavement between them and the
stores.

“These blocks of buildings, which add
greatly to the heauty of the street run-
ning by the emperor's residence, were
huilt by larze companies of capitalists
in Paris and other French cities. The
same plan could appropriately be car-
ried out on Pennsylvania avenue, in
Washington, between the Capitol and
the President’'s mansion. Capltalists
of Washington, Baltimore, Boston and
nther cities could join together and in
the ‘ahove manner enrich themselves
and heautify the appearance of the
principal street In the most distin-
guished city and of the most general
Interest in the natlon. Besides large
and elegant hotels, with large courts
and sparkling fountains in their cen-
ters, with heavy columns and balco-
nies in front, and with an entrance to
drive through, after the style of Euro-
pean hotels, suites of well arranged
rooms could be prepared for the use of
congressmen and chmmodious halls and
storeg built for general use. The pub-
lie bulldings in Waghington merit the
admiration of the world, and the Capl-
tol ceannot he surpassed by any Euro-
pean structure of its character; but the
private property presents an Inferior
appearance on contrast, and there is
need of some such undertaking as
ahove mentioned to make at least the
priviate property on the principal street
correspond with the massive Vuildings

constructed by the government. The
building up and improvement of the
private property of Washington s

A dispatch dated Peking the 7th in-
stant declares that Japan has threat-
ened China with military
Japanese action to enforce its de-
D mands. The note appears
emands. sensational and besides
It 1s accompanied by the statement
that it is belleved in officlal circles In
Peking that “the communication should
not be taken too seriously.” It 1is
avowedly based upon an article pub-
lished by Liang Chi Chiao, former min-
Ister of justice, in the Asahi Shimbun.
This journal declares that “the paper
upon which the Japanese demands
upon China are written {s water mark-
ed with warshipa and cannon.” In
order to render the statement more
sensational the dispatch adds, “The out-
lines of the Japanese demands ap-
peared in a special editlon which was
promptly suppressed.”

Regnrding these demands the Amahi
Shimbun is quoted as saying: “Japan
agks China to solve the Manchurian
and Mongollan questions by the exten-
slon of the leasa of the Port Arthur,
Dairen and South Manchurian railway
zone to nlpnety-nine years and by
granting to Japanese the right of resi-
dence and land ownership in Mon-
golin and Manchuria and to solve the
Shantung question by referring to
Japan the concessions hitherto held by
Germany. Japan also asks for the
opening of important cities through-
out the country as trealy ports, and
the opening of varlous rivers to for-
eign navigation. She asks also rail-
way concessions."

It ls added by the correspondent of
the journal citing the foregoing dis-
patch that a Chinese official of high
rank asserts that the Japanese de-
mands include a particlpation in the
policing and general administration of
the country and concessfons confiscat-
Ing or conflicting with those of other
nations, including Great Britain. Also
President Yuan Shih-Kal was arrang-
ing a conference with the members of
the Japanese legation for discussion of
the demands.

The Peking dispatch furthermore
states: “It is reported that President
Yuan intends to meet some of the de-
mands, granting Japan such conces-
sions as would be given to any other
country, but stubbornly reslsting any
transgression of China’s sovereizn
rights. The government ls observing
Japan's requirement that secrecy he
maintained in conducting negotiations,
as it is desired to give Japan every op-
portunity of moderating her demands
without losing prestige.

*
*x *
Just why Japan should require that

secrecy be maintained In these negotia-
tions i{s not apparent,

No Reasons for in the February
£ number of the Journal
or Sec:ecy. of the American

Asiatic Assoclation there is an article
by Mr. George Bronson Rea, M. E,, en-
titled, “Neutral Thoughts on Neutrall-
zation of Shantung,” in which Japanese
negotiations are discussed. In this con-
nection I deem it interesting to quote
from Mr. Hea's article:

“Japan has promised to return Kiao-
chou to China. There is no reason at
this time to question the honorable in-
tention. She has given her word, and
until it is broken public opinion should
reserve judgment In eriticism. 1f Japan
hands Kiaochou back to China, as ghe
hag promised to do, and Tsingtau is
thrown open as an international treaty
port, Japan Is entitled to ask for and
expect to receive adegquate compensa-
tion from China. Other nations who
have been prohibited by the operation
of the Kiaochou conventlon from en-
joving equal participation in the devel-
opment of Shantung cannot complain
if Japan receives some special com-
pensation for opening the door again™

Germany's lease of Kiaochou has
eighty-five years yet to run. Japan's
heritage of the Kwangtung lease ex-
pires March, 1923, If Japan restores
Kiaochou to China it seems fair to
ask in return that the Kwangtung lease
be extended.

Mr. Hea writes in substance that Jap-
anese officials and merchants at Port
Arthur and Dairen have strugeled to
rival German trade in northern and
western Shantung. Only eighty-five
miles of water separate the Japanese
leased territory from the northern
ports of Shangtung, and a large junk
and steamer traffic has been establish-
ed between Dairen and Chefoo. The
Japanese would divert their trade from
Chefoo to some port farther west un-
der their influence. Two vears ago u
Japanese wrote: “Fortunately there s
Lungkow, an auxiliary port of Chefoo.
It is situated 120 miles west of Che-
foo.”

The Japanese of Dairen, officials and
merchants, colonized Lungkow and es-
tablished a bank there in December,
1914. Lungkow through its favorahble
position would tap any railroad con-
structed from Chefoo to Weihsien and
would cut the trade of Chefoo in half
in any event. And Mr. Rea writes:

“If Japan restores Kimochou to ("hina
and opens Tsingtau as an international

somethine that should interest nll]
Amerleans, so that the entlre city may |
present o finished and elegant appear- |
ance. Therefore a comnany Tormed of |
capitallsts from different parts of thel'
country to ald in the general improve-
ment of the natfon's capital could not
be objectlonable.”

=

= *

Having given orders for the resump-

tion of active operations asainst Rich-
mond, Gen. Grant
Gen. Grant in came to Washington

. for consultation with
Washmg‘tun. the FPresident and,

according to The Star of February 11,
1865, they were in conference for some
time. They attended Ford's Theater to-
eeéther, their entrance into their hox
causing the audience to cheer while the
orchestra played *“Hail to the Chief”
and the performance on the stage was
altogether suspended. The play was
“Everyhody's Friend,” with J. 8. Clark
a5 Mai Wellington De Boots. Tt was
given in the same theater in which Lin-
coln was killed a lirtle more than two
months later. )

The next day Gen. Grant visited the
Capitol, whers, according to The Star,
he was ecelved with greatest enthu-
siasm. *“The House took i recess for
several minutes and members crowded
around him In scores, enger for an in-
WAS #8-
corted to the clerk’'s desk and formally
introduced to the House, while the
members and spectators joined in the
most enthusiasiie demonstration.”

TO THE MOUN [ER.

Hartor of sweets and of saccharine sucenlenes,
Temple of sweetmear= and Twnhons galore—

Pardon thi |[|Ill-t-r_‘»llifﬂ.‘ll"!Il‘."! tricilence;
liver Twist-like, be clamors for more,

Glva me some more of vour marshmallow caramel,
Ciusters of pranuts that come Trom the sooth,

Butter scoteh t0ffee yon make o la scaramel,
Cogeoutiut royals thnt melt In the maouth,

Oranees piled In o pyromid yellow and
Grape julee that tempts ke the olidest of wine,
Plueapple lusclons and 1ovely and mellow, and.-
Al! that this City of Sweetuess were ine!
But it i= only the evenlng of Monday and
All of my salary las van'shed io alr;
Darn 11! 1 will have a strawhersy sundae and
Chocelate creams and o gumdrop, so there!
Irwin, lu New York Mail,

MISS GREEN.

Her nume was Mabel—Mabel Green -
And vet somehow 1t dbl oot 0t her;
For in her exes there shone the sheen
Of violets that gleam and zlftter,

# were plok anemones -

N Joveller ¥oil IMAY eOcounter

A very banquet for the hoes
There Wus Do trace of

e

:.".:I‘Q‘[I” alour her!

Her hrow was Hke a lily flower
Upon a sulumer worning suony .
Her halr was lke the golden dower
OF kingeups with Thelr rded honey.
Hir name, it seemed o shame, T ween,
Her red lips were so shagped for kisses;
And so 1 blotted out the “‘green, ;
By changlog Mabel's Miss to Mrs.!
—Clinton Seollard, in Judge.

treaty port what compensation could
she legitlmately request from China
without infringing the rights of other
nations? Germany’'s railwavs and
mines with the rights attached to
them? This could only extend to those
special rights embraced in the Kinno-
chou convention and com=tructed with
purely German eapital and operated as
purely German «oner=rn< under a char-
ter from the German zovernment. It
could mot extend to those railwavs
financed hy (German for the

capital
benefit of the Chlnese sovernmment, as
these lines are the exclusive property
of the (hinese government and the
bonds, althouszh issued by 2 German
finaneial institation, may be held by in-
vestors in many countries

 §
T
And Mr. Rea adds in conclusion: *1t
seems to us that the building of
- a railway from
Sufficient Lungkow to Weih-
Blen and requiring

compenﬂm’-‘l China to construct
the Hsiao Ching-ho waterway at her
own expense, would adeguately com-
pensate Japan and give her an undis-
puted legitimate trade advantasze in

central and western Shantung due to |
the proximity of her great commerclal ]

base at Dalren.”
The story of the acquisition of Kiao-

chou merits repetition here, if on
briefly. Li Hung Chang was returninge
from the coronation festival of the

czar at Moscow in 15896, and stopped 1o
Berlin., What occurred at the German
foreign office we do not pretend to
know, but Li was getting old and the
outcome of it was that Germany dectd-
ed to put her finger in the Chinese pie
The pretext was wanting, but it came
in November, 1897, Two (German mis-
sionaries were murdered by the Ch
nese of Shantung. Admiral yvon
richs, commandinzg a German
squadron, landed and seized

Kinochuu |

|'-‘!1

TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF CHINA

bay and hoisted the German flag. On
the same day a proclamation was is-
sued to the effect that Germany had
no designs on Chinese territory, but
she would retain possession until Tep-
aration was made for the murder of
her subjlects,

When the government at Peking de-
manded the evacustion, Germany re-
fused, and In turn demanded and re-
ceived a lease of Kianochou bay for
ninety-one years, plus 193 square miles
of the province of Shantung, and the
recognition of a sphere of Influence
equal to 2,750 square miles,

In April, 188%, the reichstag voted
5,000,000 marks for the establishment
of Kinochou as a “commercial and
strategle station.” Subsequently the
reichstag voted 3,500.000 marks, and
up to the time of the fall of Kiaochou
Germany had spent $125,000,000 in the
development of the colony.

After the occupation of Kinochos by
Germany, Hussia leased FPort Arthur
March 27, 1595; England leased Wel
hai-Wel July 1, 159%5: France leased
Kwangchouwan April 9, 1898,

The Shantung railway agreement was
signed March 6, 1898, This document
practieally abandoned to the German

government the whole provines of
Shantung—at least itas economic de
velopment. Japan has fallen heir to

whatever rights Germany may have
acquired in the Shantung. It should be
borne in mind, however, that the
United States, in a note to Japan when
the latter lssued her ultimatum to ?ﬂr-
many, placed herself on record as ﬂi--
pecting to he consulted in any terri-
torial changes incident to ’th::rt‘xrk::if
Iiaochou,” which was In sre e
?zrs li\rﬁlplylng that the 'l"nttoq States
would protect the integrity of l.hl{!l.
it is rumored that !‘reslden:ﬂc ut::h
Shi-Kal, although elected In to'h T,
1613, for a period of five vears, ::.s
already published his intention of "l.‘!l\;
tending that term to ten Years. A
P'resident of the United States, on e
occasion of Yuan's election, tendere
his congratulations on the five-year
n, and not for ten years.
p1-~“Lr4:r:1 October to December 25, l!tlt.f;
Yuan was occupied in clearing e
Chinese political stage of all superd
fluous enemies hy the tlme—honzi{eh
process of decapitation, a process whnic
has its poetic side In some cases wbﬂ:
the obliged victim recelves a notice o
his demise by the glft of a beautifully
woven red silk cord. Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen
was not treiated with so much consid-
eration, but found hiz name the last of
list for whose heads rewards

a4 long ;
were offered. Sun left China abruptly.
President Yuan, we were informed

- 0, decided that a parlia
;?-5?1'; ;#miflﬁnfn':m excesalve. He reduced
the number to $00. Reductlons at this
rate are ominous and no doubt he can
adopt at this hour the celubrnte_ﬂ ex:
pression of Louls XTIV, “T am the State,

-

- *
Much has been written about the pol-
icy of the United States In China, de-

nominating In turn

No American the “American policy.”
the “dollar diplomacy™

Pohcy. and the “open-door
policy.” With all due respect to the
writers and diplomats who treat th_one
questions seriously 1 confess I find
them pure fdelusions, mere fancies or
catch words void of meaning. It is sus-
veptible of proof that there has never
been an American policy in China, and
it follows that “dollar diplomacy” and
“gpen-door policy” are each impracti-
cable because of the existing condi-
tions and the rivalries for China's

trade.

Is it necessary to prove that the
T'nited States has never had an Ameri-
can polley in China? Mr. Marey, Secre-
tary of state, may be cited in proofl.
Writing Mr. Reed, our reprosentative at
FPeking, in 1857, he -

“The Hritish government has objecta
in China beyond those contemplated by
the United States, and we ought not
to be drawn along with it bowever
anxious it may be for our co-operation.
The I'resident does not belfeve that our
relations with China warrant the Inst
resort vou speak of. The last resort
means war.” )

In 1880 the war of the Talpings gave
prestige to the American name In
China by the achisvements of two
Americans, who organized what be-
came known as the “‘ever victorious
army,” Ward and Burgevine, The Brit-
ish representative, conscious of the
fact that the government at Washing-
ton paid no heed to what Ward had
done, caused Maj. Gordon to succeed
to the command at Ward's death, and
“(“hinese Gordon” hecame the means of
adding to Great FEritain's influence at
Pekina, .

In 182 Mr. Buarlinghume
despalring of opening the door
resigned to accept a Chinese
to the T'nited States Thi= embassy
achieved mno seripus resuits. The
| I'nited States, as in Japan, seemed only
| amhitious of openinz doors and shut-
ting them ecapriciously with a bang,

-

douhtlese
in China
embassy

« &

It is an axiom that every diplomatie
fault must be paid for dearly. Yet this
fact does not precluda

Territorial redemption of tha
fauult Encland, it is

i Concessions. recatled. is in abso-

lute posses=ion of Hongkong, Portu-
gal! of Macao, France of Tonzk'ng,
Japan of Formosa and Korea and lus-
Ig|| of of Influence in Man-
{ churia. Germany acquired Kiasochou on
p o g
lJia-Ri.-l s ived
iat-wan in 185s
1888, while Japan,
Arthur and Dairen.
from Russia, is now
| ther leases in the Shantung,
in 1914 from
In the above®o “rtion
exchanged betwesn the Unirt
amd Japsn Novemhber 18
| “Declare the intenance of
mon  Interss ol all the powers |
Chi by supporting by all ;
means at their disposal the independ -
ence and integrity of China and the
principdes of equal opportunity for
commerce and industry of all nations
in that emplire.”

‘v have persistently maintained in
these columns that this overvaunted
| "openfdoor policy™ was wanting in s
sentials for the Mnited States, t

sphares

1 lease of ninety-one yoars in

Arthur I Ta-
Fnsirnd Wei-hai-Wel
in addition to Port
taken over in 1906
negotiating fur-
taken over

ot

the com-

It proposed to do at long range what
1“:1!1 possible only at short range.  Had
v [not England, Russly, Germany and
{dapan manifested—demonstrated the
| sh range hy 5 The United
| States, reputed energet z = b
hind time: the maintenan -
| ritorial integrity of China and the
jequal opportunity of the open door re-
|qulr'|- urgently the acguisition of laod
| -on # short lease —hy a counter polise
A TUnited States settlement n China
|\NI1 be a Lwoon to China, will attract
nd occupy tdan capltalists ami

lustry
ina

ntain the integrity of
hour Is Lage
CH. CHAILLE-LONG,

THE SENATE FILIBUSTER. |

From the Indlanapolis News,

Well, anvhow, that ship purchase dis- ,

cussion is accomplishing one  wood |
thing. It is kesping the senators on the
joh. Yesterday all ninety-six of them |
answered to a roll call, and that is
something that hasn’t happened L»efun:|
for o mighty long time.

From the Phllade!phia Evening Ledgor, !

Tt is wicked for the opponents of the i
ship purchase bill to filibuster for its |
defear, but when the friends of the |
measure filibuster to delay a vote un-!
til they have rallied all their forces
they are acting patriotically! |

From the i, PP'aul Dispateh.

The filibuster of the republicuns in

the United States Senate almost cer-
tainly will result in preventing the
congressmen from beglnning their

summer vacidtion March 4.

From the Buffulo Commercial.

What sort of a flag is the adminis-
tration going to raise to bring the
shipplng bill safe into port?

From the Providence Jourtul,

Will the ship purchase bill hrrive[
the agony it is going through? a co-
temporary asks. Well, if it does its
best friends won't be able to recognize

GERMANY'S BLOCKADE

| From the Inirelt Journal,

Britunnia needs no hnlwarks. Righto.
But she needs a submuarine wire-femce
jand an armored roof!

From the Cldcage Evenlig Tost,

tiermany has explained away =o

fmuch about her “blockade proclama-

tion” that it would take a periscope to
find out if there's anything left.
From the Topeka State Journal

German’s proclamation declaring a
naval war zone around the British Isles
is likely to develop into another of
those mere scrap= of paper for which
the war has already bscome famous.

From the Rochester Post Express

American shipping interests will con-
tinue to hope that the German block-
ade of the British coasts will be large-
Iy psychological

From the Los Angelecs Express.

However, it is hoped that the bel-
ligerent nations will permit the ships
of neutral countries to lie in ‘their
honie ports unmenaced.

From the Concord Mon!tor.

“Germany will try to aveoid sinking
American ships.” A wise deci d
the harder she tries the wiser she will
show herself



